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BIBC is a project aiming to offer a physical presence of Bangladeshi ICT compa-
nies in the heart of the Silicon Valley. BIBC is a sub-project of Bangladesh ICT
Promotion Council (IBPC), which was established to promote ICT business in
Bangladesh. IBPC is a good example of public and private sector participation in
Bangladesh, where all the ICT trade bodies namely BASIS, BCS and ISPAB are
represented. The principal objective of the BIBC is facilitating Bangladeshi ICT
companies to penetrate the US and global ICT market. The Ministry of Com-
merce, Government of Bangladesh, had prepared the initial project plan with the
assistance of the Project Coordination Unit (PCU) of the Bangladesh Export Di-
versification Project (BDXDP). World Bank is backing the project financially.
American Association of Bangladeshi Engineers and Architects (AABEA), Sili-
con Valley Chapter, is providing all logistical and execution support to the Gov-
ernment of the Peoples Republic Bangladesh (GOB) to establish BIBC.

The opening ceremony of the BIBC took place in Silicon Valley amid great enthu-
siasm among Non-resident Bangladeshis (NRBs) and Bangladeshi companies in
the ICT Sector. The program, largely
attended by local NRBs, representa-
tives from the US business community
and a strong Bangladeshi delegation,
was organized in the Santa Clara Con-
vention Center in the city of Santa
Clara, California.

Honorable Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Begum Khaleda Zia for-
mally announced the inauguration of
BIBC via a video message. She en-
couraged and lauded the establishment
of this center. She further called upon Bangladeshis everywhere to show their
patriotism, saying, “I invite successful Bangladeshis everywhere to get involved
with their motherland by participating and assisting in these kinds of efforts in
whatever capacity they can”. Mr. Suhel Ahmed, Secretary of Commerce, Govern-
ment of Bangladesh, gave the special address on this occasion. In his speech, he
emphasized the importance of the ICT sector as a major thrust factor. “Realizing
the prospects of the ICT sector, the Government of Bangladesh has attached great
importance to the development as well as export of IT products and services. We
have already set up ICT Business Promotion Council with representation from
key Government Ministries/Departments, ICT trade bodies and private firms.”,
he added. Consul General of Bangladesh, Los Angeles, Mr. M. A. K. Mahmood
was also present.
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The Journey has Begun: BIBC is your Gateway
to the Silicon Valley, USA

We are Here: BIBC Opening Ceremony, May 11,
2003

BIBC Web Site

Please visit the BIBC web site at:

www.bibc.biz

Let us know your comments on the web
site and what you want to see there. Your
comments will help us.

“ I don’t need time,
what I need is a deadline.”

Duke Illington
(1899-1974)
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This is the first issue of the monthly
newsletter of the Bangladesh ICT Busi-
ness Center (BIBC). BIBC was formally
inaugurated on the 11th of May, 2003,
at the heart of Silicon Valley, USA,
which in turn is the heart of US and glo-
bal ICT industry.

The Bangladesh ICT Business Center
(BIBC) is bringing a ray of sunshine into
the ICT sector and will signal the grow-
ing awareness and partnership among
the NRBs, the people of Bangladesh,
and Government of Bangladesh. This is
providing a unique opportunity to make
a real difference in the lives of millions
of people in Bangladesh. It is vital that
this opportunity is not taken lightly, but
seriously and all out efforts are made to
make the BIBC a glowing success. It is
hoped that the success of this endeavor
will open up an array of similar oppor-
tunities around the world and impact
positively in building Bangladesh into
a prosperous and successful nation and
help it claim the proud position in the
world it so rightfully deserves.

However,  none of this will be possible
without the active support of you, the
NRBs, the entrepreneurs in Bangladesh
and outside, the Government and the
overall effort of the people of
Bangladesh. This newsletter will try to
create a channel between the various
groups of interested parties who con-
verge for the betterment of Bangladesh
and to see the dream of making
Bangladesh the next Silicon Valley a
reality.

Fuad Rahman

Editor’s Corner CURRENT ACTIVITIES

BIBC Open House: April 13th, 2003

BIBC arranged an open house on April
13th, 2003, to interact with the local
NRB community and to exchange ideas
and plan for the future. The community
overwhelmingly attended the open
house. In addition to the NRBs, a num-

ber of foreign nationals interested in
investing and establishing business ties
with Bangladeshi companies in the ICT
sector attended the open house. This was
a wonderful opportunity to exchange
views, discuss openly about possible
ways of moving forward and to find out
the expectation of the NRBs and how

they can actively participate in helping Bangladeshi companies to secure business
in the extremely competitive ICT market in the USA.

On this occasion, Mohammad Enayetur Rahman made a presentation about the
background, objectives and expectations of the BIBC. Questions were answered
at the end of the presentation after which light snacks were served.
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This was the official post inauguration meeting for the Commerce Secretary with
Mr. Mohammed Enayetur Rahman, Director of Operations, BIBC, and his sup-
port team. The Commerce Secretary was given a tour of the shared office, in-
formed of the facilities that have been arranged for the Bangladeshi ICT compa-
nies and was introduced to the support team. This was followed by a formal pre-
sentation by Mr. Enayetur Rahman on the achievement of the shared office so far,
future plans, strategies, and market study on the success of the BIBC project.

Meetings

Dateline May 12, ‘03

Commerce Secretary’s Office Visit



 Corespondence
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Bangladeshi companies coming over for establishing business in the USA will
face a lot of legal issues concerning many aspects of their business. In this meet-
ing, a legal expert team discussed these issues to the Government delegation in
detail. This is invaluable for future companies who are going to subscribe to the
BIBC. The team has promised the delegation their expert and professional help
and services as and when required.

The Bangladeshi delegation met with Mr. Sridar Iyengar, President of TIE for a
working dinner. The discussion was very fruitful. Among the agenda was the open-
ing of a TIE chapter in Bangladesh this year, possible bi-lateral cooperation in
building ICT business for Bangladesh and India, possible cooperation in network-
ing, and other important aspects. Mr. Sridar Iyengar invited the delegation to at-
tend their next conference, TIECON, to take this cooperation to the next level.

The delegation visited Intel Museum to get a first hand view of the advancement
and history of the rapid growth of the silicon industry. They had the opportunity to
see how the ICT industry moves rapidly in response to growth in public confi-
dence in the technology and the demand for better, faster and cheaper technology.

The Bangladeshi delegation then went to visit the IT department of National Semi-
conductor. They were met by Mr. Ulrich Seif, Chief Information Officer & Senior
Vice President, Corporation Information Services. The team was shown how the
ICT infrastructure is essential in attracting foreign companies to invest in a coun-
try. They also demonstrated how the National Semiconductor IT Department is
able to control its worldwide operations from the Silicon Valley Head Quarters.

In the afternoon, the delegation visited KIN (Korean IT Network). They met with
Kenneth D. Lee, President of KIN and Mr. Young M Hur, the Executive Director
of the Center. This was an especially important visit as the Korean IT Network
was established by the Korean Government and they followed the same strategy
of establishing a physical foothold in the USA for Korean ICT companies. Now
they are immensely successful. But that did not happen overnight. This is the same
model that BIBC is trying to follow. They shared their experiences and their advices
with the visiting delegation. Their cooperation will be highly relevant to the suc-
cess of BIBC.

Presentation of Legal Issues by a Legal Team

Dinner with TIE President, Mr. Sridar Iyengar

Dateline May 13, ‘03

A Visit to Intel Museum

A Visit to the IT department of National Semicon-
ductor

A Visit to the Korean IT Network

In this forum we will publish your com-
ments, views, criticisms, advices and
general feedback.

 Photo of the Month

The visit of the Secretary of Commerce
to the BIBC office.

Dear BIBC,

The journey has only just begun,
and we have a very long way to go.
People are anxious to see the office
filled with Bangladeshi Businesses
very soon, with some people/Busi-
nesses on the waiting list. It also
appears that many critical observ-
ers including Bangladesh Govern-
ment has a spread sheet ready to fill
it up with dollar numbers earned in
IT sector through this ICT Business
center. Let’s remain conscious that
this is a challenge for us to face as a
team and as a community. Let’s all
put all of ourselves fully into it self-
lessly and whole-heartedly, and ac-
cept the challenge, and let’s all make
it happen.

With best regards,
Mahbub Khan
408-942-0256





Dinner for the Volunteers in Santa Clara

The visiting Secretary hosted a dinner in a local restaurant to meet the local
Bangladeshi Volunteers. The Commerce Secretary lauded the enthusiasm and pa-
triotism showed by the local NRBs in making the inauguration so successful. He
sought their continuous support in this regard. The attendees overwhelmingly gave
assurance of their continuous support and cooperation.

Dateline May 15, ‘03

Wrap Up Meeting at the BIBC

Commerce Secretary had a wrap up meeting with the team at the BIBC Office.
The attendees were:

1. Mr. Suhel Ahmed, Commerce Secretary
2. Mr. Habibullah Karim, Basis President
3. Mr. Moinul Islam, Vice President BCS
4. Mr. Jahangir Dewan, MTC Chair
5. Mr. Qamruzzaman, Member MTC
6. Mr. Zeeshan Khan, Member MTC
7. Mr. Enayetur Rahman, Manager, BIBC
8. Mr. Munir Ahmed, Member MTC
9. Mr. Mohammad Ibrahim, Member MTC

A number of very important issues regrading the smooth operation of the center
was discussed in the meeting.
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Prof. Yunus, the innovator and creator
of Grameen Bank visited us at BIBC.
We had a chance to learn and exchange
views related to ICT potentials of
Bangladesh.

Prof. Yunus Visits BIBC, April 7th, 2003

He left us a very encouraging message
about our center.

The BIBC Letter will be published once
a month to report the activities of the
BIBC. This will create the opportunity
for the NRBs to actively participate in
the activities of the BIBC and will act
as a conduit to attract advice and help.
Material for submission should be sub-
mitted to the editor:

editor@bibc.biz

BIBC Letter

The BIBC Letter invites articles and
contributions in other forms from inter-
ested authors on various  topics related
to the ICT business development for
Bangladesh and the role of BIBC in that
regard. By submitting the artcile, it is
assumed that the writer is transferring
copyright to the BIBC Letter and that
his/her material may be published  and
distributed in electronic format. The
editor  reserves the right not to publish
a particular contribution.

BIBC Letter Solicites
Contributions

How are we Doing?

We are here to work for you. We are
here to work for Bangladesh. We are
here to help. If you don’t like what you
see, let us know. Your advice will show
us the way.

Visitors



We are very interested to hear from you.
Your views will make our journey suc-
cessful and will stop us from deviating
from our paths. Please send your com-
ments, views, and questions to:

bibcletter@bibc.biz

Please include a valid telephone num-
ber and indicate whether you would like
to see your comments published. We
will withhold all comments/correspon-
dence without the explicit permission of
the sender.

Recognition of Bangladesh as an emerging Silicon Delta is the vision of all of
Bangla-IT. The primary objective for this Bangladesh Information Technology
(IT) group mail list is to exchange ideas, share articles, present the current trends,
and introduce futuristic vision directly related to the real development of the IT
sector in Bangladesh. The idea is to create awareness among budding Bangladeshi
entrepreneurs and IT architects. Bangla-IT was founded on June 4th, 2002. Cur-
rently it has 2009 registered members.

Find Bangla IT at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bangla_ict/

Online forums have become one of the most important ways of exchanging infor-
mation and have a timely and in-depth debate about various issues. In this issue of
the newsletter, we are introducing a forum that debates topics related to BIBC
interests. More will be introduced in the next newsletter.

Bangla IT
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How Can you Help?

Are you wondering how you can help?
Come and talk to us. Together we will
find a way!

Online Forums

Online Resources

There is a huge amount of resources available on the web. We will point to
some of these resources in this section.

http://www.computer.org/computer/

Computer magazine from IEEE Computer Society. This discusses innovative tech-
nology for computing professionals. Topics  include I.T., Design and Test, Internet,
Software Engineering, and Computer Graphics and Visualizations.

http://www.iweek.com/

 Information Week Online. This targets business innovation powered by technol-
ogy and includes stories, news, tools, advice, trends, events, and opinions.

http://www.sdmagazine.com/

Software Development Online. It covers the people, products, and practices of
corporate development. It targets corporate developers and technical managers
working at mainly mid- to large-size companies. Selected articles, features, and
reviews are available for free.

http://www.wired.com/

Wired News. It is the online edition of Wired Magazine. It offers articles on busi-
ness, culture, technology, and politics.

Feedback Forum

ISP Association of Bangladesh
(ISPAB)

Bangladesh Association of Software
and Information Services (BASIS)

Bangladesh Computer Samity (BCS)

We are Working
With ...


